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Dear Sir / Madam,

Environmental Protection Department
Environmental Compliance Division
Territorial Control Office

25th Floor, Southorn Centre,
130 Hennessy Road,
Wan Chai, Hong Kong
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24 April 2026

Hong Kong’s Import Control on Waste Mobile Phones and

other Electrical and Electronic Waste

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“HKSAR”) of the People’s
Republic of China exercises strict control on the import of waste in accordance with
the Basel Convention and the local Waste Disposal Ordinance, Cap. 354. The import
of waste mobile phones or any other electrical and electronic waste from the United

States, being a non-Party to the Basel Convention, into HKSAR are categorically

prohibited. Anyone who contravens HKSAR’s waste import control is liable to
prosecution. A first offence could be fined a maximum of HK$200,000 plus a 6-
month prison term, while a repeated offence could be fined up to HK$500,000 plus a
2-year prison term. All intercepted illegal shipments of waste will be repatriated to

their country of origin at the expense of the parties involved.

Examples of illegal traffic of electrical and electronic waste intercepted by this

department:

Waste mobile phones

Waste mobile phones



Waste printed circuit boards Waste laptop computers

In response to recent enquiries, we wish to clarify that used mobile phones
which “do not power on, or any phone with a swollen / damaged battery” are
considered electrical and electronic waste from HKSAR’s waste import control
perspective. For a used mobile phone to be considered non-waste, importers and
exporters should conduct functionality tests prior to shipment to demonstrate that the
equipment is fully functional and can be reused for its originally intended purpose at
the place of import. Specifically, the used phone (as non-waste second-hand
electronic equipment) should fulfill the following criteria:

*  The equipment is not destined for disposal or dismantling;

* Essential parts of the equipment are not missing and that there are no
damages or defects that could impair its key functions or safe uses;

* The equipment is fit for direct use by consumers. Importers / exporters are
able to submit testing reports for verification upon request;

* The equipment is not particularly worn or damaged in appearance, thus
reducing its marketability;

* Appropriate packaging and protective measures are present to protect the
equipment against damage during storage, transportation, loading and
unloading; and

* There is a regular second-hand market for the equipment. Importers /
exporters are able to, upon request, produce sale contracts / invoices signed
with the retailers / wholesalers at the state of import to prove that proper sale
outlets have been arranged.

Further details regarding HKSAR’s waste import and export controls are
available from the following guidelines:

* Introduction to the Import and Export Permit Control on Electrical and
Electronic Waste (link)


https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/sites/default/files/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/guide_ref/files/Info_Document_BC_E-waste_Amendments_Eng.pdf

* Scope of Import and Export Permit Control on Electrical and Electronic
Waste (link)

Please note and share this information with your business partners, including
overseas agents, shippers, forwarders and consignees, and remind them to strictly
follow the control requirements. Should there be any doubt on the legality of a
shipment, please contact this department via e-mail at wasteie@epd.gov.hk or by
phone: (852) 2755 5462.

Yours faithfully,

(/&fr sClut
(Chris Chot)
for Director of Environmental Protection


https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/sites/default/files/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/guide_ref/Scope_of_control_of_EEW_eng.pdf

